
 

PIC and Immigration Timeline 
 

1. 1492: Genocide of indigenous people begins with Christopher Columbus’ voyage to the 
Americas: when Columbus comes to the Americas, white supremacy starts to be established 
here; involuntary servitude is deeply connected with colonization; European cultures establish 
retributive, punitive system of justice, in some cases replacing indigenous systems of justice 
based in more restorative principles * 

 
2. 1619: Slave trade begins - 1600s-1700s: establishment of the slave trade, which drives the 

economy of the colonies that will become the U.S. * 
 

3. 1790 Naturalization Act restricts citizenship to “free white person” and 1798 Alien and Sedition 
Act allows President to arrest, imprison or deport any non-citizen “dangerous to the peace and 
safety of the United States” 

 
4. 1846-1848: Mexican American War: U.S. invades Mexico and takes over land and resources 

taking over present day Arizona, California, New Mexico, Texas and parts of Colorado, Nevada 
and Utah. 

 
5. 1865-1870 - 1860s: Civil War (ended 1864), emancipation and the 13th amendment; slavery is 

abolished, but the constitution allows for involuntary servitude in the case of people convicted 
of a crime * 

 
6. 1864-1890s: reconstruction; the passage of laws like loitering laws and laws requiring black 

people to work, which led to imprisonment of many former slaves; they are then required to 
work, often on the same plantations where slaves had worked (Angola prison is one such 
institution)  

 
7. 1880s-1930: the progressive era; a contradictory time, birth of the eugenics movement and 

―scientific‖ beliefs about race; founding of juvenile courts (first juvenile court established in 
Cook County in 1899) and other ―social service‖ oriented reforms pushing for a kinder, gentler 
system; Indian ―boarding schools‖  

 
8. 1882: Chinese Exclusion Act, barring most Chinese immigrants from entering the U.S. 

 
9. 1917: Literacy Requirement (excluding Mexicans from anti-immigrant laws) 

 
10. 1921-1924: in response to growing anti-immigrant sentiment and the growing power of white 

supremacists, the National Quota Act establishes a “national origins quota system” that favors 
immigration from Europe 

 
11. 1942- 1940s: World War II and the creation of internment camps for tens of thousands of 

Japanese-Americans * 
 

12. 1943: Bracero Program brings in 5 million temporary workers from Mexico to fill shortage 
during WWII (Chinese Exclusion Act repealed) 
 



13. 1954: Operation Wetback targets Mexican American community in search of “illegal 
immigrants,” and deports over 3.8 million people to Mexico 

 
14. 1950s: (1955 – Montgomery Bus Boycott) first mandatory minimum laws passed for pot and 

then other drugs; desegregation and civil rights; as communities of color push back against 
oppression, legal means are used to target and lock up people of color * 

 
15. 1960s (1931-1968) : the civil rights movement is dominant; FBI uses COINTELPRO to target, 

infiltrate and imprison many activists by 1970s * 
 

16. 1965: Immigration and Nationality Act repeals the national origins quota system that favors 
European migration 

 
17. 1970s: backlash against civil rights and black power movements; 1973 Rockefeller drug laws in 

NY used to target urban communities of color  
 

18. late 1970s-1990s: ―tough on crime‖ era, paired with ―war on drugs‖ (1981), further 
demonizes young people of color; crack/cocaine disparity; mandatory minimums spread; the 
earliest attempts at prison privatization (1986)  
 

19. 1986: Immigration Reform and Control Act gives amnesty to approximately 3 million 
undocumented residents and makes it illegal for employers to hire undocumented workers. 

 
20. 1990s-2000s: boom and bust; private prison industry boom in 1990s couples with decrease in 

crime rates leads to lots of vacant beds; new policies like 3-strikes and anti-terrorism laws are 
instituted to further target young POC, activists, and Arab and Muslim immigrants  
 

21. 1990: Congress removes homosexuality as a reason to disqualify foreigners from immigrating  
 

22. 1993: Border blockade strategies 
 

23. 1996: Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) and Anti-Terrorism 
and Effective Death Penalty Act laws go into effect.  Increases jailing of non-violent, non-
criminal immigrants and allows deportation of immigrants for minor crimes.  Results in the 
deportation of over 200,000 people.  Welfare reform ends monetary and medical assistance for 
more immigrants. 

 
24. 2001: PATRIOT Act, special registration, secret detention 

 
25. 2005-2006: Mass mobilization against HR4437  

 
26. 2010: SB1070, one of the most demonizing immigration laws on the books, passed in Arizona 

with the support of private prison lobby looking to fill beds * 
 

27. 2012: Proposed private detention center in Crete, IL 
 

28. 2012: CCA writes letter to 48 states offering to buy their prisons in exchange to keeping at 90% 
capacity. 


