
Mass Detention: How immigration detention and concentrated incarceration are 

linked 

 

This is a workshop that was developed by members of the Chicago PIC Collective and 

the New Sanctuary Coalition. It was offered at a citywide unity forum on April 5
th

 2012 at 

the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

 

Goals: 

 Basic facts about PIC and Immigration detention and who is most impacted 

 Understanding of who CCA is (CCA letter) and lobbying efforts, and others who 

benefits from the system? 

 Specifics to Illinois – Crete campaign 

 Participants have action steps 

 Connection to historical systems of oppression 

 

80 minutes 

 

Facilitators: Emily, Megan, Jenny,  

 

Materials: 

Butcher paper (Emily) 

Markers (Emily) 

Tape (Emily) 

Roll of butcher paper (Megan) 

Handouts: (copies – Emily) 

PIC factsheet 

Crete Factsheet 

CCA Factsheet 

Action Sheet 

Crete graphic educational tool 

 

AGENDA: 

 

1. Introductions (10 min) (Emily) 

Break-out into small groups of 4-5 people and introduce yourself 

(Name, what group you’re with and what is your connection to the PIC and/or 

immigration detention?) 

 

2. Mind-Map and defining “Mass Detention and Incarceration” (20 mins) (Megan - 

Emily and Jenny scribes) (see detailed description below) 

Have two people writing up ideas and have immigration themes in one color and PIC 

themes in another and one person asking people to answer questions.   

Once we have gone through major themes, ask people to turn to the person next to them 

and share how the PIC and immigration detention has affected them personally, their 

family, their community, the work they do? 

 



 

3. Timeline (40 minutes) (see detailed description below) 

Have blank timeline in on the wall 

28 cards - Handout one card per group (3-5 people per group) 

Ask one person from each group to go up stand and place their card on the timeline 

10 minutes (As a group go up and place on timeline and add dates/events that are 

missing.  Ask people to go through and observe the entire timeline) 

Pick 15 to highlight and ask a representative from selected cards to share the time and 

what happened. 

 

4. Closing and Action steps (10 min) 

Action Steps: 

Crete Campaign: (Emily and someone from Crete community) 

 contact your legislators to support bill against private prisons in IL to include 

private immigration detention centers 

 Sign- online petition 

Closing prisons in Illinois (Megan) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Mind-map and defining the PIC  

 

Definition of the PIC written on butcher paper: 

Prison Industrial Complex (PIC) is a term we use to describe the overlapping interests of 

government and industry that use surveillance, policing, and imprisonment as solutions to 

economic, social, and political problems. (From Critical Resistance, www.criticalresistance.org) 

 

1. Explain that the group is going to create a mind-map to get a sense of how we understand 

prisons. The group will build off the map throughout the workshop and participants will learn 

from each other‘s knowledge. For a visual example of a mind-map see The Corrections Projects‘ 

Mind-Map: http://correctionsproject.com/prisonmaps/pic4.htm  

 

2. Write ―Prisons in a circle in the middle of a big piece of butcher paper  

 

3. Ask: Who is affected by prisons (prisoners, families, guards, communities, towns, politicians)? 

Write these around the center, circling each one, and connect them with a line to ―Prisons‖ in the 

center.  

 

4. Ask: Who else is affected by prisons, or connected to them in some way? What are some of the 

institutions that are connected to prisons (courts, police, schools, government, social services, 

media, corporations, etc)? Continue to draw these around the center with lines connecting to 

―Prisons‖, and you may also draw lines connecting the topics, within or between the layers. For 

example, politicians—government, families—prisoners, prisoners—guards.  

 

5. Ask: What are some of the larger ideas related to prisons that influence these institutions and 

individuals (fear, violence, racism, war on drugs, etc.)? Continue to connect them to ―Prisons‖ 

and to other topics. 

 

6. Ask: Where do you fit in? Where are you connected to this picture? Write these connections in 

an outer circle. It could be anything from personal connections to incarcerated people, to buying 

prison-made goods. As in the last step, draw connections within or between layers.  

 

7. Now that the group has created a map, let participants know that the group has developed a 

working definition of the Prison-Industrial Complex. Say: All of these structures and people and 

the connections between them make up the PIC, and that is why it is called a “complex.”  

 

8. Read the Critical Resistance definition, first paragraph: Prison Industrial Complex (PIC) is a 

term we use to describe the overlapping interests of government and industry that use 

surveillance, policing, and imprisonment as solutions to economic, social, and political problems.  

 

9. Say: The Chicago PIC Teaching Collective likes Critical Resistance’s definition of the PIC, but 

the mind map points to how the prison-industrial complex can mean different things to different 

people. It has lots of different parts—government and prisons, but also corporations and people 

who keep it going. Our understanding of it will always be growing and changing, even during this 

workshop.  

 

10. Ask: Does anyone have any questions or thoughts about this definition before we move on? 

Provide time for discussion of the mind-map definition and/or the Critical Resistance definition. 

 

 

 

http://www.criticalresistance.org/


Timeline Activity 

 

Printed out copies of timeline cards, each on a separate sheet of paper  

 

On a long sheet of butcher paper, create a timeline by drawing a horizontal line through the 

middle and marking off centuries, starting with the 1400s and ending with the 2000s. 

 

Explain that the group is going to create a timeline of the PIC‘s development and immigration 

policies in the U.S. using participants‘ collective knowledge. Emphasize that this is not just a 

timeline of prison history, but of PIC history and not just of immigration laws, but of the 

inclusion and exclusion of communities from the US—so think creatively about how historical 

periods and events, policy changes, ideologies, etc. influence the growth of—or resistance to—

the PIC.  

 

3. Break participants up into smaller groups of 3-5 people.  

 

4. Pass out the timeline cards to each small group, dividing them up evenly among groups. 

Instruct participants to read the information on the cards, and then add it to the timeline. 

Emphasize that knowing the exact date is not important, just put it approximately where the group 

thinks it goes. Groups are welcome to add other things to the timeline as well— they can be 

important dates, historic periods, or personal events that relate to the creation and strengthening 

of the PIC or resistance to the PIC. Give groups 5-10 minutes to read and discuss what is on the 

card, decide where to put it on the timeline, talk about anything else the want to add, and put it all 

up on the timeline.  

 

5. Once everyone has added their points to the timeline, have each group explain the events they 

added to the timeline to the rest of the participants, especially the event from their card and its 

significance in the development of the PIC.  

 

6. Facilitator‘s should review the timeline as a whole, pointing out themes of racism, white 

supremacy, and ways movements, politics, laws, etc have developed in order to control the bodies 

and lives of communities of color, poor people, queer people, people with disabilities. The PIC in 

its present state is not an accident, it has grown into its current state from what it was when 

Europeans began taking over this country. It has consistently been expanded and strengthened as 

a way to keep oppressed groups from coming together and rising up and as a source of political 

scapegoating and profit for corporations and politicians.  

 


