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How can I get involved in prison solidarity work?   
A few answers for Chicagoans. 
 
This is an inconclusive list of local and some national organizing projects working towards each of the fourteen 
demands outlined by the Formerly Incarcerated and Convicted People’s Movement (FICPM).  This format is an 
effort to support and draw from the leadership of people who are currently or formerly incarcerated in building 
a movement to dismantle the prison-industrial complex. You can find out more about the movement, read the 
full text of the demands, and support the campaign at  
http://unprison.com/formerly-incarcerated-peoples-movement/ficpm-mission-statement/ 
 
In the meantime, please make the most of these resources compiled by Andre Perez, Jane Hereth, Lewis Wallace, 
Lisa Dadabo and Megan Selby for the Chicago Prison-Industrial Complex Teaching Collective and Occupy 
Chicago, November 2011 (http://chicagopiccollective.com). 

 
I. We Demand an End to Mass Incarceration 

 
Critical Resistance is a national grassroots organization committed to ending society’s use of prisons and policing 
as an answer to social problems. 
http://criticalresistance.org/ 
 
Generation Five aims to end child sexual abuse within five generations through transformative justice practices. 
www.generationfive.org 
 
Philly Stands Up! and Philly’s Pissed! are collectives that work with both survivors and perpetrators of sexual 
violence to stand up to violence, heal, and build accountability within communities. 
http://phillystandsup.wordpress.com 
 
Communities Against Rape and Abuse uses “community organizing, critical dialogue, and collective action as tools 
to build safe, peaceful, and sustainable communities.” www.cara-seattle.org 
 
Project NIA aims to support youth in trouble with the law as well as those victimized by violence and crime, 
through community-based alternatives to the criminal legal process. www.project-nia.org 
 

II.  We Demand Equality and Opportunity for All People 
 
The Illinois-based UN-marked Campaign has three main goals: 1. to educate youth and adults about the 
importance and value of juvenile expungement; 2. to change the prohibitive fee structure for juvenile 
expungements; and 3. to advocate for legislative changes that will make expungement of juvenile criminal records 
AUTOMATIC once youth turn 18.  http://unmarkedcampaign.wordpress.com/ 
 
The Safer Foundation works to reduce recidivism by supporting people with criminal records with a full spectrum 
of services: employment, education, and housing. http://www.saferfoundation.org/ 
 
All of Us or None is a national organizing initiative (based in San Francisco) started by formerly-incarcerated 
people to fight against discrimination faced after release and to fight for the human rights of prisoners. We are 
determined to win full restoration of our civil and human rights after release from prison. Our goal is to build 
political power in the communities most affected by mass incarceration and the growth of the Prison Industrial 
Complex. http://www.allofusornone.org/ 
 

 

http://unmarkedcampaign.wordpress.com/
http://www.saferfoundation.org/
http://www.allofusornone.org/
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III. We Demand the Right to Vote 
 
Only two states—Maine and Vermont—allow people convicted of felonies to vote, whether they are in prison, on 
parole, or free.  Eleven states legislate against those convicted of a felony voting at any time, for the rest of their 
lives.  Illinois is among the 13 states that disenfranchise people with felony convictions while they are incarcerated, 
but returns their voting rights upon release. The American Civil Liberties Union and the NAACP are among the 
many organizations working to change these laws nationally. In 2008, Florida loosened its restrictions on felon 
disenfranchisement in time for the historic presidential election. http://www.aclu.org/voting-rights/voter-
disfranchisement 
http://www.naacp.org/action-alerts/entry/naacp-supports-voter-renfranchisement-for-ex-felony-offenders 
 

IV.  We Demand Respect and Dignity for our Children 
 
Chicago Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers (CLAIM) provides legal and educational services to maintain the 
bond between imprisoned mothers and their children. They work around issues of guardianship, custody, 
visitation, foster care, adoption, and divorce. CLAIM is working to pass an Anti-Shackling Bill to stop prisons from 
shackling pregnant women around the waist and ankles during pregnancy and birth. An amended version of HB 
1958, applying to Cook County only, passed the Illinois House last May and we will work to pass it in the Senate 
during the upcoming veto session that begins October 25.  We hope to expand the protection against shackling 
pregnant women statewide next term. http://www.claim-il.org/ 
 

V. We Demand Community Development, Not Prison Profit 
 
Community Justice for Youth Institute (CJYI) aims “to build community capacity to resolve youth conflict through 
restorative justice training, technical assistance, and advocacy.” They use a restorative justice model. www.cjyi.org 
 
Suspension Stories is a youth-led participatory action research project to understand the school to prison pipeline. 
This initiative is the result of a collaboration between the Rogers Park Young Women's Action Team 
(www.rogersparkywat.org) and Project NIA (www.project-nia.org). 
http://www.suspensionstories.com/ 
 
Voice of Youth In Chicago Education (VOYCE) is a youth-led organizing collaborative working to end harsh 
discipline at the Chicago Public Schools and fight the school-to-prison pipelie. 
http://www.voyceproject.org/ 

 
VI.  End Immigration Detention and Deportation 
 
Chicago New Sanctuary Coalition (CNSC) is an interfaith network organizing for more just immigration policies, 
and is starting a campaign to oppose a proposal to build a new Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
detention facility in Illinois. 
www.crln.org/Chicago-New-Sanctuary 
 
Turning the Tide is a national campaign formed out of the campaign in Arizona to repeal Senate Bill 1070, the anti-
immigrant legislation passed in 2010, working to confront the growing wave of crimiinalization and separation of 
immigrant families. www.altopolimigra.com 
 
The Detention Watch Network (DWN) is a national coalition of organizations and individuals working to educate 
the public and policy makers about the U.S. immigration detention and deportation system and advocate for 
humane reform. 
www.detentionwatchnetwork.org 
 

http://www.claim-il.org/
http://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/
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Immigrant Youth Justice League (IYJL) is a Chicago-based organization led by undocumented youth working 
towards full recognition of the rights and contributions of all immigrants through education, leadership 
development, policy advocacy, resource gathering, and mobilization. www.iyjl.org 
 

VII. End Racial Profiling in Our Communities 
 
GenderJUST is working with LGBTQ youth of color to address racial profiling and police harassment in one of 
Chicago’s gay neighborhoods--Boystown.  GenderJUST’s other campaigns include a fight for less harsh disciplinary 
policies in schools and a fight for fair distribution of city funding to its diverse LGBTQ communities. 
To get involved contact Andres@genderjust.org or visit http://www.genderjust.org/ 
 
The Young Women’s Empowerment Project (YWEP) is working to implement a street youth bill of rights that holds 
police, social service providers, educators, and health care providers in Chicago accountable to our communities. 
http://ywepchicago.wordpress.com/ 
 
Stop the Injunctions Oakland is fighting proposed city policy (gang injunctions) that allow police to search and 
arrest people based on assumptions about gang affiliation. 
http://stoptheinjunction.wordpress.com/ 

 
VIII. End Extortion and Slavery in Prisons 
 
Join the National Prison Divestment Campaign by removing your money from Wells Fargo, a bailout recipient that 
lobbies politicians to make harsher crime laws so they can profit from investments in immigrant detention centers 
and prisons. 
http://prisondivestment.wordpress.com/ 
 

IX.  End Sexual Harassment of People in Prison 
 
Just Detention International is working to end sexual abuse of detainees in the U.S. and around the world; 
currently advocating for the Attorney General to finalize national standards mandated by the Prison Rape 
Elimination Act. www.spr.org  
 
Write to Win Collective is a Chicago-based penpal project for transgender, transsexual, gender self-determining 
and gender-variant people living inside Illinois prisons, which seeks to provide support, resources and 
communication. writetowincollective@gmail.com or http://writetowin.wordpress.com/ 
 

X.  Human Contact is a Human Right 
 
Expansion of visitation rights was one of the demands of the recent California Prisoner Hunger Strike. Prisoners 
went on hunger strike twice in 2011 to demand an end to cruel and unusual punishment that has become all too 
common in Pelican Bay State prison and Solitary Housing Units (SHUs) across the country. 
http://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com/ 
 
Families in Touch, a project of Project NIA, provides rides to families who need to visit young people who are 
incarcerated at IYC Warrenville. Families in Touch needs volunteers to help drive.  Please contact 
chicagofamiliesintouch@gmail.com or see http://niastories.wordpress.com/2011/06/17/families-in-touch-has-
kicked-off/ 

 
 

http://www.iyjl.org/
mailto:Andres@genderjust.org
http://www.genderjust.org/
http://prisonerhungerstrikesolidarity.wordpress.com/
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XI. End Cruel and Unusual Punishment 
 
“At Tamms supermax prison [in Illinois], every man is held in permanent solitary confinement. Prisoners never 
leave their cells except to shower or to exercise alone in a concrete pen. There are no communal activities, phone 
calls or contact visits. Many are mentally ill. Tamms Year Ten is a coalition of prisoners, ex-prisoners, families, 
attorneys and other concerned citizens who came together, after ten years of misguided and inhumane policies, to 
call for legislative oversight at Tamms. Help us end psychological torture in Illinois.” Join the campaign: 
http://www.yearten.org/ 
 
The National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty works to abolish capital punishment nationwide. 
http://www.ncadp.org/ 
 

XII.  We Demand Proper Medical Treatment 
 
The Transformative Justice Law Project of Illinois is committed to self-determination - the right of individuals and 
communities to have full power over our own lives. In Illinois, we live under complex legal, medical, social and 
state systems that restrict gender expression and privilege some genders over others. Gender self-determination 
necessarily includes access to and control over healthcare, holistic mental and emotional support, fashion and self-
expression, gender-affirming housing, education, bathrooms, and social services, freedom from violence, 
harassment, and incarceration, and all the tools we need to be fabulous, empowered and safe in how we live in 
our genders. http://www.tjlp.org 
 

XIII. End the Incarceration of Children 
 
The Close Illinois Youth Prisons Campaign is urging Governor Pat Quinn to close at least four of the eight youth 
prisons in Illinois in the next five years.The campaign needs your support. Go to 
http://closeyouthprisons.wordpress.com/ for more information. 
 
“Blocks Together is a membership based community organizing group serving the West Humboldt Park (WHP) 
community on Chicago’s Westside for over 17 years. The organization organizes residents around education, 
housing, economic justice and youth issues. BT is firmly committed to working on issues of social justice and to 
empowering people in the community to make their own decisions in all areas of their life.”  Blocks Together’s 
youth council has successfully worked to change the Chicago Public Schools discipline policy to be less punitive and 
is continually fighting against the school-to-prison pipeline. http://www.btchicago.org/ 
 
Southwest Youth Collaborative (SWYC says: “Our goals are simple:  better outcomes for each of our children, and 
a more just and nurturing world for them to grow up in, in our own neighborhoods and beyond.” Their youth 
empowerment and leadership programs help young people become leaders in their community and fight mass 
incarceration. http://www.swyc.org/ 
 
The Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth works to end the practice of sentencing youth to die in prison.  The 
campaign is also known as End Juvenile Life Without Parole and it is active in Chicago. http://www.endjlwop.org/ 

 
XIV. Free Our Political Prisoners 
 
The National Jericho Movement is a movement with the defined goal of gaining recognition of the fact that 
political prisoners and prisoners of war exist inside of the United States. Their work includes building the Amnesty 
Campaign, continuing the Educational Campaign, providing supportive expenses for lawyers and law students to 
provide legal defense for political prisoners, and fighting for adequate and quality medical care. Contact the 
Chicago Chapter at chicagojericho@gmail.com    http://www.thejerichomovement.com 

http://www.tjlp.org/
mailto:chicagojericho@gmail.com
http://www.thejerichomovement.com/

