
 1 

PIC Jeopardy Summer 2013 Statistics 
 

1. Number of Prisoners in 1970 in the U.S. [GRAPH 1] 
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2. Number of people incarcerated in prison and jails in U.S. (2011)
i
 [GRAPH 2] 
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NOTE: The 2.2 million people behind bars in prisons and jails in 2011 represented more 

than a 500% increase from the level of 1970. 

 

This number does not include people whom the Department of Homeland Security 

detains in Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facilities. According to the 

American Civil Liberties Union, “the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) held a 

record-breaking 429,000 immigrants in over 250 facilities across the country.”
ii
 

According to Amnesty International USA, “The dramatic increase in the use of 

immigration detention has forced US immigration authorities to contract with 

approximately 350 state and county criminal jails across the country to house individuals 

pending deportation proceedings. Approximately 67 per cent of immigration detainees 

are held in these facilities, while the remaining individuals are held in facilities operated 

by immigration authorities and private contractors.”
iii

 According to the Department of 

Homeland Security, “Nearly 67 percent of the ICE detained population are housed in 

local or state facilities, 17 percent are housed in contract detention facilities, 13 percent 

are housed in ICE-owned facilities (service processing centers), and 3 percent are housed 

in Bureau of Prisons facilities, which are funded either through congressional 

appropriations to the bureau or through ICE reimbursement.”
iv

 

 

Thus, the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ (BJS) data on the numbers of people incarcerated 

in federal and state prisons and jails reflect only a portion of the total number of people 

whom ICE detains. BJS collects data from ICE on the number of people it detains in ICE 

facilities. The most recent data BJS has made available is from 2007. In its “Prisoners in 

2007” report, BJS indicates that at yearend 2007, ICE detained 9,720 people in ICE 

facilities.
v
 This population is in addition to the people whom ICE detained in jails and 

prisons. 

 

See also Question 19 and The Sentencing Project’s Report “Dollars for Detainees: The 

Growth of For-Profit Detention” for further discussion of immigrant detention. 
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3. Number of people under “correctional” supervision (parole, probation, or incarceration) in 

U.S. (2011)
vi

 [GRAPH 2] 
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NOTE: This is about 2.9% of U.S. adult population, or 1 in every 34 adults. 

 

4. U.S. (approximate) percent of world prison population [GRAPH 3] 
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NOTE: Although the U.S. population is only about 5% of the world’s population, we 

house about 25% of the world’s prison population. The US now has by far the largest 

population behind bars in the world, far surpassing even the most repressive regimes! 

While today crime rates have dipped below the international norm, the US boasts an 

incarceration rate that is 6 to 10 times greater than other industrialized nations. 

 

5. Number of women in prison in 1970 

1,302 

5,600  

27,300 

98,000 

205,315 

 

6. Number of women in state and federal prisons and local jails in the U.S in the present day
vii

 

50,134 

82,395 

147,009 

202,274 
507,117 

 

NOTE: Women comprise about 7% of the U.S. prison (state and federal) population
viii

. 

Between 1977 and 2007, the women’s prison population in the U.S. grew by 832%. 

During this time, the men’s prison population in the U.S. grew by 416%. [GRAPH 4] 

 Depending on the study, between 57 and 75% of imprisoned women report 

experiencing physical, psychological, and/or sexual violence before prison. This 

is compared to 43% of women in the general population.
ix

 

 62% of women in state prisons are mothers to children under age 18.
x
 

 In 2011, Black women were incarcerated at 2.5 times the rate of white women 
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(129 versus 51 per 100,000). Hispanic women were incarcerated at 1.4 times the 

rate of white women (71 versus 51 per 100,000).
xi

 

 From 2000 to 2010, the rate of incarceration decreased 35% for black women and 

increased 28% for Hispanic women, and 38% for white women.
xii

 

 

NOTE: From The Sentencing Project’s “The Changing Racial Dynamics of Women’s 

Incarceration” February 2013 report
xiii

: 

 “The declining ratio of incarceration between African American and white 

women is a function of two trends: fewer black women in prison, but growing 

numbers of white women incarcerated. Thus, the nearly 30-year trend of women’s 

incarceration increases outpacing that of men has not abated; rather, the racial 

dynamics of those changes have shifted.” 

 “the ethnicity of arrestees is not documented, so all Hispanic arrestees are 

categorized only by race, with the vast majority classified as white.” 

 “while this trend of population reduction has drawn much attention, it is important 

to note that the decline in state prison populations in the past several years is 

disproportionately influenced by reductions in the prison population in California. 

Between 2009 and 2010, for example, the reduction in California constituted 57% 

of the total state prison decline of nearly 11,000 inmates nationally…In the U.S. 

Supreme Court’s Brown v. Plata decision in 2011, the court found that 

overcrowding in the state’s prison system produced unconstitutional conditions of 

health care. Its ruling required the state to reduce its prison population by more 

than 30,000 persons over two years. 

 

7. Percentage of incarcerated people in state and federal prisons in the U.S. who are people of 

color (2011) [GRAPH 5&6] 

33.3% 

45.6% 

54.5% 

66.4% 
72.8% 

 

NOTE: While the percentage of the U.S. population who are people of color is only 

27.6%, people of color make up 66.4% of the U.S. prison population. 

 The racial breakdown of the U.S. state and federal prison population at year-end 

2011 is: White (33.6%), Black (37.8%), Hispanic (22.8%), “Other” (5.9% - 

includes American Indians, Alaska Natives, Asians, Native Hawaiians, other 

Pacific Islanders, and persons identifying two or more races).
xiv

 [refers to state 

and federal prisons (not jails) by race at year-end 2011] 

 U.S. Population Percentages by Race (Census 2010): African American (12.6%), 

Latino (16.3%), White (72.4%), Asian (4.8%), American Indian and Alaska 

Native (.9%), Native, Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (.2%), “Some other 

race” (6.2%) 

o All percentages refer to racial “alone” category (not “in combination” 

category) 

 Strikingly, by Brown vs. Board in 1954, there were 98,000 Blacks in prison 
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nationally….a half a century later, this figure has jumped to 910,000, an 829% 

increase.
xv

 “The United States imprisons a larger percentage of its black 

population than South Africa did during the height of apartheid.”
xvi

 

 Refer to GRAPH 6
xvii

: 

o Today, for men ages 18 to 64, the rates of incarceration are: 1 in 87 for 

white men, 1 in 12 for Black men, 1 in 36 for Hispanic men 

o  For men ages 20 to 34, the rates of incarceration are: 1 in 57 for white 

men, 1 in 9 for Black men, 1 in 27 for Hispanic men 

o For men ages 20 to 34 without a high school diploma or GED, the rates of 

incarceration are: 1 in 8 for white men, 1 in 3 for Black men, and 1 in 14 

for Hispanic men 

 

8. Percentage of incarcerated people in state prisons serving time for non-violent offenses 

(2010) [GRAPH 7] 

26% 

47% 

53% 

60% 

73% 

 

NOTE: Nearly half (47%) of people incarcerated in state prisons in 2010 were convicted 

of non-violent drug, property, or public order crimes.
xviii

 

 

 

9. Percentage of incarcerated people in federal prisons serving time for non-violent offenses 

(2011)
xix

 [GRAPH 7] 

35.2% 

50.5% 

72.1% 

84.6% 

92.4% 
 

10. Percentage of incarcerated people in state prisons serving time for drug-related offenses 

(2010) [GRAPH 8] 

5.8% 

11.2% 

14.9% 

17.4% 
19.7% 

 

Note: This represents 237,000 people, who have been sentenced. The number of drug 

offenders in state prisons has increased thirteen-fold from 1980 to 2010. “Most of these 

people are not high-level actors in the drug trade, and most have no prior criminal record 

for a violent offense.”
xx

 

 

11. Percentage of incarcerated people in federal prisons serving time for drug-related offenses 
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(2011)
xxi

 [GRAPH 8&9] 

15% 

36% 

48% 
51% 

64% 

 

NOTE: The War on Drugs put into place harsher sentencing guidelines such as (1) longer 

sentences (2) mandatory minimums (3) changing some drug offenses that had previously 

been misdemeanors to felonies (4) instituting “three strikes you’re out”. In essence, 

“longer prison terms more than new prison sentences have fueled the prison population 

expansion. Today, 140,000 prisoners, or one of 11 inmates, are incarcerated for life, 

many with no chance of parole.”
xxii

 

 

The Center for Constitutional Rights reports that although Blacks made up only 13% of 

the population and only 14% of all monthly drug users, they represented 37% of those 

arrested for drug possession. Blacks are arrested for drug offenses at rates 2 to 11 times 

higher than the rates for whites.
xxiii

 As Michelle Alexander summarizes, “Although the 

majority of illegal drug users and dealers nationwide are white, three-fourths of all people 

imprisoned for drug offenses have been black or Latino.” She continues, “rates and 

patterns of drug crime do not explain the glaring racial disparities in our criminal justice 

system. People of all races use and sell illegal drugs are remarkably similar rates. If there 

are significant differences in the surveys to be found, they frequently suggest that whites, 

particularly white youth, are more likely to engage in illegal drug dealing than people of 

color.”
xxiv

 

 

“Police find drugs where they look for them. Inner-city, open-air drug markets are easier 

to bust than those that operate out of suburban basements, and numerous studies show 

that minorities are stopped by police more often than whites. For example, a Center for 

Constitutional Rights study found that 87 percent of the 575,000 people stopped by the 

police in New York City in 2009 were African American or Latino.”
xxv

 

 

“Consider increased penalties for drug offenses in school zones. Though not racially 

motivated, these laws disproportionately affect minorities, who more often live in densely 

populated urban areas with many nearby schools. In New Jersey, for example, 96 percent 

of people incarcerated under such laws in 2005 were African American or Latino.”
xxvi

 

 

Angela Davis (2000) argues, “Contrary to most available sources—including those inside 

prisons and jails—it is not just a series of bad choices that land Black women in prison 

but a deadly combination of reduced possibilities and extensive police targeting or public 

monitoring.”
xxvii

 

 

In today’s society, the answer to the social ills associated with a life of poverty, including 

drug abuse, has not been the expansion of social programs and a focus on rehabilitation, 

but rather tough-on-crime attitudes and a zero tolerance approach to law enforcement, 

which has fueled racialized criminalization and the mass incarceration of Black and 
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brown bodies. 

 

12. Number of children in U.S. with an incarcerated parent
xxviii

 [GRAPH 10] 

1,100,000 

1,800,000 
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NOTE: 1 in every 28 children (3.6 percent) has a parent incarcerated, up from 1 in 125 

just 25 years ago. Two-thirds of these children’s parents were incarcerated for non-

violent offenses.  

 

13. Rate of African American children with an incarcerated parent
xxix

 [GRAPH 11] 

1 in 57 

1 in 33 

1 in 28 

1 in 9 

1 in 5 

 

NOTE: One in 9 African American children (11.4 percent), 1 in 28 Hispanic children (3.5 

percent) and 1 in 57 white children (1.8 percent) have an incarcerated parent. 

 

Compared with the general population, parents in prison are more likely to have problems 

that may place children at risk for social and emotional problems:  

 9% of parents in prison were homeless in the year before the arrest leading to 

their current imprisonment. 

 20% were physically or sexually abused prior to their imprisonment. 

 38% do not have a high school diploma or GED.  

 41% have infectious medical problems (including tuberculosis, hepatitis, HIV, 

and sexually transmitted diseases). 

 57% have current mental health problems. 

 67% have a recent history of alcohol or drug abuse.
xxx

  

 

14. Number of states with laws prohibiting or restricting shackling incarcerated women and girls 

who are pregnant 

3 

7 

18 

32 

50 

 

NOTE: Eighteen states – AZ, CA, CO, DE, FL, HI, ID, IL, LA, PA, NM, NV, NY, RI, 

TX, VT, WA and WV – have laws prohibiting or restricting shackling pregnant prisoners. 

The Bureau of Prisons does not allow shackling of women in labor in federal prisons.
xxxi
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15. Percentage of total U.S. voting age population that is disenfranchised (restricted from voting) 

due to a current or past felony conviction [GRAPH 12&13] 
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NOTE: This is about 1 in every 40 adults. The number of people disenfranchised due to 

felony conviction has increased from an estimated 1.17 million in 1976 to an estimated 

5.85 million in 2010 [GRAPH 10]. 

 

There is racial disparity in disenfranchisement: 1 in every 13 African Americans of 

voting age is disenfranchised, which is a rate about 4 times greater than for non-African 

Americans. Nearly 7.7% (2.2. million) of the adult African American population is 

disenfranchised compared to 1.8 percent of the non-African American population. In 

three states – Florida (23%), Kentucky (22%), and Virginia (20%)– more than one in five 

African Americans is disenfranchised. 

 

[Refer to GRAPH 13] 2.6 million disenfranchised persons have completed their 

sentences, comprising 45% of the total disenfranchised population.
xxxii

 

 

16. Percentage of prisons built in rural counties: 

5% 

20% 

25% 

60% 
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NOTE: Locating prisons in rural areas makes it more difficult for inmates to keep in 

close contact with their families. The Adoption and Safe Families Act, passed in 1997, 

makes it such that states can terminate parental rights if a mother does not have contact 

with a child for six months, or when children have been in foster care during 15 of the 

last 22 months.  More than 60% of mothers in prison are incarcerated more than 100 

miles away, making visitation difficult and often impossible. In addition, the 1996 

Welfare Reform Act (i.e., the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity and 

Reconciliation Act) put a lifetime ban on cash assistance and food stamps for anyone 

convicted of a drug felony. Also “in 1996, the federal government passed the Housing 

Opportunity Program Extension Act under which Public Housing Authorities may 

request criminal conviction information from law enforcement to screen applicants for 

housing or tenants for eviction. Public Housing Authorities are given broad discretionary 

power to deny public, Section 8, and other federally assisted housing to anyone who has 

had any involvement in a drug-related or violent crime, regardless of time passed since 

the offense.”
xxxiii

 Nor can they stay with their mothers, grandmothers, partners, friends, 

relatives, or children who live in public housing—because if they try to do so, the entire 
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family can be evicted, not just the “ex-offender.” All of these barriers place extreme 

strain reentry and regaining custody of their children. To quote Beth Richie, 

“The woman will need an apartment to regain custody of her children, she 

will need a job to get an apartment, she will need to get treatment for her 

addiction to be able to work, and initial contact with her children may only 

be possible during business hours if they are in custody of the state. The 

demands multiply and compound each other, and services are typically 

offered by agencies in different locations. Competing needs without any 

social support to meet them may seriously limit a woman’s chances for 

success in the challenging process of reintegration.”
xxxiv

 

 

17. Amount spent by state governments on corrections (fiscal year 2011)
xxxv

 [GRAPH 14&15] 

$25 billion 

$52 billion 

$75 billion 

$96 billion 

$110 billion 

 

NOTE: Direct expenditures on the criminal justice system have greatly increased. 

Between 1980 and 1993, federal spending on employment and training programs had 

been cut in half while corrections spending had increased by 521 percent!
xxxvi

 In 1994, 

Congress passed the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act (a.k.a. the Clinton 

Crime Bill), a six-year, $30 billion piece of legislation heavily weighted toward law 

enforcement and incarceration. It provided billions of dollars for prison construction, 

policing, and detaining undocumented immigrants
xxxvii

 and “created dozens of new 

federal capital crimes [and] mandated life sentence for some three-time offenders…”
xxxviii

 

From 1982 to 2005: there was a 396% increase in police expenditures, 619% increase in 

outlays on corrections, and a 474% increase in spending on the judicial system.
xxxix

 

 

Refer to Graph 15: Wacquant’s Punishing the Poor (2009:159): In 1980, “the United 

States spent 50 percent more on AFDC than on jails and prisons ($11 billion versus $7 

billion); by 1993 it was the reverse ($20 billion [on AFDC] versus $32 billion [on 

corrections]); and in 1995 corrections cost 2.3 times more than assistance to destitute 

mothers [i.e. AFDC]” ($46.2 billion for corrections versus $19.9 billion). 

 

In 1980, “the United States devoted $6.9 billion to operating its penal establishments as 

against $27.4 billion for public housing. Ten years later, the amounts for these two 

budget items had nearly reversed: $19 billion more went to prisons, for a total of $26.1 

billion, while $17 billion had been subtracted from public housing, leaving a meager 

funding of $10.6 billion…” 

 

18. Percentage of state and federal prison population housed in private prison facilities in the 

U.S. (2011) 

6.7% 

8.2% 
17.8% 
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24.9% 

31.3% 

 

NOTE: “For the period 1999-2010, the number of individuals held in private prisons 

grew by 80 percent, compared to 18 percent for the overall prison population. The 

number of federal prisoners held in private prisons rose from 3,828 to 33,830, an increase 

of 784 percent, while the number of state prisoners incarcerated privately grew by 40 

percent, from 67,380 to 94,365. Today, 30 states maintain some level of privatization, 

with seven states housing more than a quarter of their prison populations privately.”
xl

 

 

“In 2010, one in every 13 prisoners in the U.S. was held by for-profit companies,1 

despite evidence that private prisons often provide inadequate levels of service and are no 

more cost-effective than publicly-run facilities.” “Studies have found serious problems 

with the services and security provided by private prison companies. In particular, the 

emphasis on cutting costs to ensure profits can lead to understaffing and employees with 

less training, lower pay and benefits, and higher turnover rates. This has made cases of 

violence, abuse, negligence, and substandard healthcare more common. Similarly, there 

have been many accounts of abuses and substandard care in privately-operated detention 

centers including reports of detainees being sexually assaulted by staff members and of 

detainees dying from substandard medical care.
xli

 

 

“Today, Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) and GEO Group collectively 

manage over half of the contracts in the United States, which resulted in combined 

revenues exceeding $2.9 billion in 2010.”
xlii

 (Sentencing Project “Private Prisons in 

America Fact Sheet” 2012) 

 

19. Percentage of incarcerated people in U.S. state and federal prisons who identify as non-U.S. 

citizens (2011)
xliii

 

1.2% 

3.8% 

6.7% 
8.3% 

10.2% 

 

NOTE: 102,809 inmates identify as non-U.S. citizens, which is a 7.1% increase from 

95,977 in 2010. 

 The definition of “noncitizen” varies by state. 

 Non-U.S. citizens represented 17% of the total custody population of the Federal 

Bureau of Prisons in 2011. 

 In 2011, federal prisons had custody of 30% of all non-U.S. citizen inmates 

(30,544 prisoners), while California, Florida, and Texas incarcerated 35% (35,529 

inmates) of non-U.S. citizens. 

 

Excerpts from The Sentencing Project’s Report “Dollars for Detainees: The Growth of 

For-Profit Detention”
 xliv

: 
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 “Federal detainees fall under the jurisdiction of Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) and the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS). These detainees 

differ from prisoners in that they are generally waiting to have their case decided 

in court, rather than serving time because they were convicted of a crime.” 

 

 “Between 2002 and 2010, a nine-year period for which data are available for these 

four groups, privately-held ICE and USMS detainees increased by 206 percent 

and 322 percent, respectively. In contrast there was respective growth of 28 

percent and 67 percent in the number of state and federal prisoners held in private 

facilities.” 

 

 “Forty-three percent of all immigrant detainees were being held privately in 

2012.” “Over the course of 2011, USMS held a total of 209,526 individuals. Only 

two percent of those detainees were booked for violent crimes, while the plurality 

(40 percent) was detained for immigration offenses, including unlawful entry, 

failure to follow a deportation order, and reentry after deportation.” 

 

 “Since 2005, much of this growth was due to Operation Streamline,18 which 

requires that federal criminal charges be filed against every person crossing the 

border illegally, including first time offenders who previously would have faced 

administrative deportation proceedings instead.” 

 

 “Congress increased funding for Detention and Removal by over $184 million to 

$2.75 billion for FY 2012.” “More than half (52 percent) of the private facilities 

actively utilized by USMS are operated by CCA and the GEO Group, with CCA 

operating 15 facilities, and the GEO Group managing.” 

 

20. Number of youth confined in correctional facilities or other residential programs in the U.S. 

35,000 

40,000 

60,500 
85,000 

105,000 

 

NOTE: “The latest official national count of youth in custody, conducted in 2007, found 

that roughly 60,500 U.S. youths were confined in correctional facilities or other 

residential programs each night on the order of a juvenile delinquency court. The largest 

share of committed youth—about 40 percent of the total, disproportionately youth of 

color—are held in locked long-term correctional facilities operated by state governments 

or private contractors hired by states.”
xlv

 

 

Nearly two-thirds of the youth who end up in secure confinement have been convicted of 

nonviolent offenses.
xlvi

 In addition, nationwide, 77.3% of Juveniles serving Life Without 

Parole are youth of color. In 17 states, more than 60% of the JLWOP population is 

black.
xlvii
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21. Number of youth in custody who report sexual victimization.  

 

Presents data from the 2012 National Survey of Youth in Custody (NSYC), conducted in 326 

juvenile confinement facilities between February and September 2012, with a sample of 8,707 

adjudicated youth. The report ranks facilities according to the prevalence of sexual victimization, 

as required under the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (P.L. 108-79).  

Highlights: 

 An estimated 9.5% of adjudicated youth in state juvenile facilities and state contract 

facilities (representing 1,720 youth nationwide) reported experiencing one or more 

incidents of sexual victimization by another youth or staff in the past 12 months or since 

admission, if less than 12 months. 

 About 2.5% of youth (450 nationwide) reported an incident involving another youth, and 

7.7% (1,390) reported an incident involving facility staff. 

 An estimated 3.5% of youth reported having sex or other sexual contact with facility staff 

as a result of force or other forms of coercion, while 4.7% of youth reported sexual 

contact with staff without any force, threat, or explicit form of coercion. 

 Thirteen facilities were identified as high-rate based on the prevalence of sexual 

victimization by youth or staff. Rates in each of these facilities had a 95%-confidence 

interval with a lower bound that was at least 35% higher than the average rate of sexual 

victimization among facilities nationwide. 

 About 67.7% of youth victimized by another youth reported experiencing physical force 

or threat of force, 25.2% were offered favors or protection, and 18.1% were given drugs 

or alcohol to engage in sexual contact. 

 

  

22. Cost per year of incarcerating a youth under 18
xlviii

 

$23,000 

$42,000 

$59,000 

$78,000 

$102,000 

 

23. Percentage of students involved in school-related arrests who are youth of color
xlix

 [GRAPH 

16] 

25% 

36% 

57% 

79% 

87% 

 

24. Percentage of 2012 Chicago Public Schools school-based arrests in which youth were Black 

[GRAPH 17] 

42% 

50.5% 

61% 

72.5% 
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75.5% 
  

NOTE: “Black youth are still disproportionately targeted by these arrests. While they 

represent about 42% of CPS students, black youth accounted for 75.5% percent of 

school-based arrests in 2012.This mirrors the general trend of disproportionate minority 

contact within the juvenile legal system… Despite the image that society holds of violent 

youth, most youth school-based arrests are however, for misdemeanor offenses (84%) as 

opposed to felonies (16%).”
l
  

 

“Violence in schools has been dropping steadily for the past 20 years since its peak in 

1993, along with violent crime generally. More than 98% of youth homicides do not 

occur in schools; in the 2009-2010 school year there was approximately one homicide or 

suicide of school-age youth at school per 2.7 million.” Despite these trends, “in the 2008-

2009 school year, 5,246 law enforcement officers were placed in New York City’s public 

schools, while only 3,152 guidance counselors were employed.”
li
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